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Missouri's Heros

As our men and women continue to
serve in Operation Enduring Freedom, we
all extend our most heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude for their selfless service to
this country. These brave soldiers may
rest assured in knowing that their mission
was an amazing success and has helped
to secure the peace in a volatile region.
But even more importantly, they have
confronted a ruthless tyrant who ruled
through terror and threatened to proliferate
weapons of mass destruction to those who
seek to harm the United States. There is no
cause more noble than answering the call to
defend the rights and liberties of freedom
loving people.

As we look back over the course of
events that led us to this point, we now
realize that it took too long to recognize
the threat posed by Osama bin-Laden’s
network. While we were appalled at those

first attacks, such as the first World Trade
Center bombing, the attack on the USS
Cole and the destruction of our embassies
in Africa, we responded too weakly.
Rather than treating these attacks as acts of
war, we looked upon them as crimes. The
attacks on September 11, 2001 taught us a
painful lesson — we cannot allow potential
and lethal threats to go unchecked. We
can no longer tolerate the existence of
governments that support terrorists. In a
world of proliferating weapons of mass
destruction, we cannot afford to wait until
threats become actual attacks.

Armed with nuclear, chemical and
biological agents and the capability to
deliver these weapons with precision
guided ballistic missiles, Iraq under
Saddam’s control was a destabilizing force
in the pivotal Middle East region. This
brutal dictator had a shocking history of
using weapons against his neighbors,
and even his own people. The picture
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was clear, Saddam Hussein would not be
appeased from using weapons of mass
destruction in the future against the United
States or its allies.

Today, we are able to congratulate
America’s war fighting heroes, our National
Guard and Reserve in their unparalleled
success. They not only eliminated this
global threat but they have also freed a
grateful Iraqi people from this oppressive
regime, with remarkable speed. These men
and women answered America’s call and
can be proud of their accomplishment.

The employers of these citizen soldiers
also deserve our continued thanks and
appreciation for the support they give to
those who serve. Because of the evolving
nature of our military, America has come
to rely heavily on the service provided by
our National Guardsmen and Reservists
to provide combat ready forces. Much of
this added burden has been placed on their
employers, who have responded with full
support to these soldiers, for which our
nation is grateful.

We must also thank the families back
home who represent the most important
element of support. = Wherever their
mobilization may take them in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom, the love and
support they receive from their families,
inspires them as they complete their
mission.

We can never forget that freedom is not
free. We will continue to give our steadfast
support for these courageous troops who
remind us that the peace we enjoy at home,
is paid for by those that continue to be in
harm’s way. We ask God to look over each
of them and their families until they are
able to come home.

Christopher S. Bond



Missouri Activations Defense Appropriations

For fiscal year 2003, Senator Bond
secured over $59 million in key military
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